
 
Brainerd Riverfront Meeting 
Thursday, March 2, 2017 
3:00–5:00 p.m. 
Brainerd Lakes Chamber of Commerce, CTC Conference Room 
224 West Washington St., Brainerd, MN 56401 

 
 

 
Present: Bob Kost, Mark Ostgarden, Jeff Ledin, Rod Osterloh, Jennifer Bergman, LeAnn Goltz, 
Ashley Storm, Erik Roberts, Don Gorham, John Forrest, Jan Burton 

1) Welcome New BRC Member Ashley Storm & BRC Seat Vacancy  
Ashley Storm was welcomed to the committee. Merritt Bussiere is no longer with able to 
serve on committee. A new member will be appointed with the same process used 
previously. 
 

2) Introductions & Check-in  
Updates were provided by members of the committee. 
Mark – The Planning Commission is gearing up for their comprehensive plan update. They 
will be working with NJPA and kicking off this spring. He hopes to include the Brainerd 
Riverfront in the plan. He also updated the group on the community survey panel, which will 
extended another year. He invited the committee to provide questions they might want 
answered from the panel.  
Don – He has been appointed to start a subcommittee to work on marketing and 
communications. This working committee will meet in the next few weeks.  
John – He received an email about regionally significant parks and wanted to verify that 
someone will be working on obtaining designation. Applications will be accepted starting in 
March. It was believed that Heidi at SEH has been working on it, but Jeff or Bob will verify 
that.  
Jennifer –Jennifer and Patrick Wussow (Brainerd HRA Board Chair) went to the State 
Capitol and spoke to our representatives and senators. They shared information about the 
Brainerd Riverfront project and how we hope to get pm the fall legislative tour. They seemed 
interested. Jennifer also reported that the RFP is done and ready to be sent.  
 

3) Year 2 Contract Check-in  
SEH provided the committee with the Year 2 Scope of Work/Task Outline. They are on track 
with the task outline.   
 

4) City Council Presentation 
Currently, the group is scheduled to present to the Council on March 20th, but Jim Thoreen 
will be requesting a work session instead. He has requested either April 10th or 24th.  
Jeff went through his draft presentation and the group provided feedback and discussed 
how much detail to provide. The presentation will begin by showing funding options and then 
move into costs.  
 
a) Video: SEH shared a video that was created by their corporate communications 

department. It was suggested that the video’s message should align with the marketing 
materials already created (brochure, website, etc.). It’s important to provide a consistent 
message: “It’s better by the river.” Also, the video should include more photos of 
Downtown or pictures from our local events.  



5) Three Bridges Trail Name  
The committee had a discussion about the trail name: are we going to come up with a new 
name for it? Should we ask the public to help? Shall we reserve it for naming rights?  
John Forrest made a motion to leave the name as the Three Bridges Trail until 
something better comes along. Don Gorham seconded the motion. All committee 
members voted in favor and none were opposed. The motion passed. 
 

6) Brainerd History Week Update  
Holly was not able to attend the meeting, so she provided an email update about History 
Week. She arranged a kayak ride and the group discussed the need for a kayak launch 
ramp.  
 

7) Summertime Roundhouse Brewery Event  
We need to set the date and get this moving. 
 

8) Legislative Tour  
The application is due in June and the tour is in the fall. 
 

9) Meeting Recap & Action Items  
Jeff/Bob – Pass along feedback from the group about flip-flopping the order of the 
presentation so that it begins by showing funding options and then moves into costs.  
LeAnn – Send reverse logo for use on dark backgrounds as it might look better.  
Jeff/Bob – Pass along feedback from the group about the video. Its message should align 
with the marketing materials already created with a consistent message: “It’s better by the 
river.” Also, include more photos of Downtown or pictures from our local events. 

 

 

 


